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Common Property of Clan as Symbol: Based on Cheng Kinship
in Huangmei County, Hubei Province

Xu Bin
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: The past scholars mostly regarded the property of the kin as their economy foundation,
but in the case that each branch of Cheng kinship in Huangmei disputed for the property of the kin, as
a symbol to define the boundary of the kin, kin property showed another use. In Ming and Qing
Dynasty, the kin of common people changed constantly, and the system of taxes and corvee, official
attitude, reaction of local society all influenced the process much. This paper will reflect the
complexity in the process by describing the case of Cheng kinship in Huangmei in detail.
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