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Look at Language Philosophy of The Mohist School from
Their Debate on “Names”

Liu Xiangping
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: T here are some germinating forms of ancient Chinese thought of philosophy of language
in some ancient books such as Yi and Shi. Discussing the theme of language, all the thinkers of Pre-
Qin Period began with the debate on the relationship of “names” and “actuality”. The Mohist School
representative of Mo Tsu paid more attention to “names” for the sake of their theoretical need,
moreover, they discussed the “names” at large.
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