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Civil Associations of Dunhuang Area in Tang and 5 Dynasties

Nie Xiaohong
(School of Economics & Management Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Abstract: In No. 11038 Russia Collected Dunhuang Documents, there are three civil association
documents: “Rules of the Civil Association”, “An Application for A dmission to the Civil Association”
and “ The Judgment of the Association”. They not only reflect that the civil associations are
contractual but also remarkably demonstrate their roles of educating people and edifying people. The
guiding ideology is the feudal ethic codes, which emphasize people’ s superiority and inferiority, with
ethics as the priority, and then experiencing the happiness and death plus helping burial. The former
studies mainly focused on the practical functions of the civil associations of helping burial and
experiencing the happiness and death, mainly based on the England, France and China Collected
Dunhuang Documents; not covering the Russia Collected Dunhuang Documents. This paper, mainly
based on the Russia Collected Dunhuang Documents, discusses the nature and ideology and presents
different opinions.

Key words: Russia collected documents; Dunhuang; civil association; edifying; ethics of

superiority and inferiority



