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Salvation Motif in YU Da-fu s Fiction

FAN G Zhi-ping
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography FANG Zhiping ( 1971-), male, Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, W uhan
University, majoring in the study of modern and contemporary Chinese fictions of
romanticism.

Abstract The beginning of 20th century had witnessed the national salvation movement of
China. For the sake of the salvation of the country and the people, numerous intellectuals struggled
with arduous efforts. YU Da—fu, the writer and most of the charactors in his fictions as well cherished
great ambitions in mind, striving to be the savior of the politics and the society, they exposed the
corruption of politics, attacked the shady side of society; Besides, they tried their best to save the
nation and the people, criticizing all decadent deep—rooted habits of the people. When confronted with
the dilemma of spirit, they still retained a sober sense of their ow n historical mission, which compelled
them to resist the state of degeneration and save their own spirit and soul through varied ways.
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