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Life Perception and Mood Change under
an Autocratic Government

—— On HAN Yu s Banishment to Chaozhou as a centre

SHANG Yong-liang
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography SHANG Yong-liang (19569, male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of Hu-
manities, Wuhan University, majoring in history of Chinese literature in the Han
and Tang Dynasties.

Abstract During his banishment to Chaozhou, under an autocratic government in the Mid Tang
Dynasty. HAN Yus mood was subjected to complex and constant Change throughout his solitude,
fear and depression. There was also selfwepression of personality as a result of his attachment mental-
ity. However, All this co-existed with his efforts at self-deliverance and the conscious Fulfillment of
Confucian ideals in reality. Such a spirit is one of selfperfection of the moral ego in predicament as
well as a means of alleviating Burdens on the mind and elevating morality in hard tines. Side by side
with Han § Mediocrity and humility are his outstanding and noble qualities. He was not able To rival
the Confucian in the song Dynasty in terms of moral rationality alone. Nevertheless his mind and per—
sonality are more vividly felt and truer to life because of his full sentiment.

Key words HAN Yu; banishment to Chaozhou; perception of life; change of mood



