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Early Concept& Scientific Definition of Novels

LI Jian-guo

( Department of Chinese Language& Literature, Nanka University, Tianjing 300071, China)

Biography LI Janguo(1943-,male, Professor, Department of Chinese Language& Literature,

Nankai University, majoring in the history of ancient Chinese novels.

Abstract In Chinese novel history, the concept of novels from the Warring States to the Six Dy-
nasties is only a quasi— style, rather than a literary style or a mere style. It simply illustrates the gen—
eral characteristics of “ story”, “hearsay’ and “ trivial comments” without a definition of the key ele—
ments in style. The early novel has four basic functions, namely, the function of ethics, the function
of politics, the function of recognition as well as the function of recreation and aesthetics. A scientific

definition of novels should conform to four principles, i. e ,the principle of narration, the principle of

fiction, the principle of characterization and the principle of structure.

Key words early concept of novels; concept of novels; scientific definition



