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Tang Dynasty § Custom of Believing in Witches and Ghosts,
Practicing Sacrifice in Yangtze River Area

LIU Li-tang
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography LIU Li—tang(1963-), made, doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan Uni—

versity, majoring in the Ancient Chinese History.

Abstract Folk belief and sacrifice in the Yangtze River Area can be traced long back. Folk was
established voluntarily and participated directly by the society members, Emerging and taking roots a—
mong them, constituting an important part of the spiritual life and folk culture of the people, Sacrifi-
cial offering is one kind of representation of the folk belief and in Tang Dynasty the custom of
believing in withes and ghosts, practicing sacrifice “was especially popularin the Yangtze River area.
This article, taking reference from the excavated artifacts and handed down literature material, tries
to research upon the folk belief and the custom of sacrificial offering It contrasts the difference of such
kind of folk culture in various area and time, and also discusses its development, local color and his—
torical characteristics of in the Yangtze River Area in Tang Dynasty.

Key words Tang Dynasty; the Yangtze River Area; Custom



