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The Art of War by SUN Wu Philosophical Thoughts
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Biographies XIE Bo-hua( 1961-), male, Lecturer, Department of Military, Wuhan University of
Science& FEngineering, majoring in concepts of ancient military affairs; CHEN Yun-
jin (19499, male, Associate professor, Department of Military, Wuhan University,
majoring in ancient military affairs.

Abstract The science of war is closely connected with philosophy. It is permeated with philo—
sophical thoughts while philosophy has cited many examples of wars. The Art of War by SUN Wu,
which is regarded as“ the first book on military and tactics of the world in ancient times”, is full of
thoughts of naive materialism and dialectics. This paper, from the angle of war, studies onits materi—
alist thoughts, the relation between the win-defeat of the war and the subjective, how to useits basic
principles to guide the war, and to control the war and win the war.
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