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Controversy of Sovereignty before US Civil War

Song Yunwei
(School of History, Renmin University of China Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract. It was a controversial issue whether the federal government or state government owned
the sovereignty before the Civil War in America. Under the Articles of Confederation the state
government was the owner of the sovereignty. In the Constitution of United States it was not included
which government held the sovereignty anymore and led to severe debates about it. Although the
federal government had gained the sovereignty after the effect of the Constitution of the U nited
States, the struggle between federal government and state government did not stop because of the
difference between the north and the south, the west expansion and the slavery.

Key words: sovereignty; federalism; Constitution of the United States; USA



