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Abstract The sameness of religious experience and aesthetic experience shows as follows The
two experiences relate to inquiry about the utmost significance of life. They both have the qualities of
non— utilitarianism, emotion, mystery and transcendence. The difference of the two experiences
shows as follows Religious experience is based on belief relative to knowledge, and it is passive, non
— free, lack— individual and more subjective. To the contrary, aesthetic experience directly compre—
hends object, and it is active, free, individual and more objective. The two experiences are unitary,
which arises from the unitarity of religion and arts. The essence of religious experience is a kind of ex—
perience of love. Religious experience, especially the experience of love that is emphasized by reli—
gions, is internally related to artistic creation.

Key words religious experience; aesthetic experience; experience of love; artistic creation; uni—

tarity



