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ZHOU Zuo-rens Thought Deterioration

CHEN Guo-en
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography CHEN Guo-en(1956, male, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University,
majoring in the modern and contemporary Chinese literature.

Abstract Betrayer and hermit were the two roles which take an active part during ZHO U Zuo-—
ren § lifetime in turn. From the May 4th Movement in 1919 to the eve of the War of Resistance A—
gainst Japan, his political attitude has changed. Nevertheless, as to the culture standpoint of antifeu—
dal, he remained the same. ZHO U Zuo—ren s tragedy was that while the time has reached to the stage
of social revolution, he still insisted on the didacticism standpoint of the May 4th Movement. His
opinion about doctrine of the mean ( Chung Yung ) was based on the idea of humanism, and virtually
had no relevance to the traditional Chinese culture. His downfall was the result of multiple compound-
ed factors, of which the most decisive was the deterioration of his individualistic humanism-

Key words ZHOU Zuo-—ren; didacticism; doctrine of the mean; deterioration



