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Biography LI Gong-zhen(1952-), male, Doctor, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, Research Cen—
ter of Chinese Traditional Culture, Wuhan University, majoring in the moderniza—
tion—process of Europe, especially of Germany.

Abstract The Enlightenment in Prussia is a movement of the intellectual elite and upper bureau—
crat. This movement emancipated the mind of the autocratic ruler. While it didn t emancipate the
mind of the whole masses in Prussia. In this way, the autocratic ruler but not the masses is the direct
beneficiary of the Enlightenment in Prussia. There were initiated people and uninitiated autocratic
ruler in France. So the“ from down to up’ revolution is the choice to promote the further development
of the whole society in France. W hile there were uninitiated people and initiated autocratic ruler in
Prussia. So the“from up to down reformation is the way to promote the further development of the
whole country in Prussia. From this point, we can find the connections among the Enlightenment in
Prussia , the national stable politics and the* from up to down’ reformation way in 1806.

Key words Prussia; the Enlightenment; Frederick the Great



