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Criterions of Marking off and Naming the Historical Stages

Feng Tianyu
(Traditional Chinese Culture Research Cente; Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: For more than half a century, the problem of marking the historical stages in China has

remained unclear. One of the causes should be that the concept for some core terms, such as

Feudalism, is left unclear. This thesis means to provide comments and suggestions on the historical

stages marking issue, regarding that naming of the historical stages should be based upon such

principles as to create a name that fits the signified time, and add some innovations on an old

basis.

“Feudalist society”, which was set to refer to the particular phase of more than 2 000 years since the

Qin Dynasty, is not actually appropriate since the term doesn’ t fit the signified time. To be more

valid, this historical time should be better called Patriarchal Landlord A utocratic Society.
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