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Tragedy of Adultery in Southern Ancient
Chinese Opera of Yuan Dynasty

——A Study on Xiao Sun Tu

ZHENG Chuan-yin
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHENG Chuan-yin(1946-), male, Professor,School of Humanities, Wuhan Univer-

sity ,majoring in ancient Chinese opera.

Abstract: Xiao Sun Tu, Southern ancient Chinese opera of Yuan Dynasty, warns people that
whores are lewd and are not suitable to become wives by telling us a story of how a married woman
ruins her family by unchaste conduct. The play suggests ancient prostitute system distort and poison
“gentlewoman’s soul”, mirrors the harsh reality and the corruption of officials of Yuan Dynasty. The
play contains rich portraits and description of ancient society, which highlight the ideal value.

Key words: Southern ancient Chinese opera of Yuan Dynasty; Xiao Sun tu; tragedy



