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Abstract: The Natural Science Critique Movement in China (NSCMC), which lasted almost 30
years, is the largest anti—science movement in the history of science in 20th century. The studies on
it also lasted for about 50 years, which can be roughly divided into two periods: the first from 1950s
to 1976 and the second, from 1976 to the present. During the first period, influenced by both the poli-
tics and the “left ideology”, the research approach is confined to the Marxist—Leninist theory. Some-
times the mottoes and quotations of the leaders are even employed to interpret the relationship be-
tween academics and politics, natural science and philosophy as well as such basic problems as
whether natural science itself has something to do with the class. In general, this period is marked by
the tendency to interpret things more from a political standpoint than from an academic viewpoint. In
the second period, which started from 1976 when the Cultural Revolution formally ended, the aca-
demic circles became more open—minded, which resulted in many valuable achievements with break-
throughs not only in theory and contents but in methodology as well. Despite these acl"xievements s the
studies on NSCMC now is still confronted with many difficulties: lack of concrete materials, lack of
depth in theory, lack of international academic training, narrow in viewpoints, old in approaches, to
name only a few. All these problems grea‘;ly impede the progress of and in-depth studies into this
field.

Key words: the Natural Science Critique Movement; review; period



