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Ideas of River Control in Ancient China

——Exemplary Applications of Naive Materialism to Practice

LI Yun-feng
(School of Hydraulic and Electric Engineering, Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, Hubei,China)

Biography: LI Yun-feng(1957-), female, Associate professor, School of Hydraulic and Electric
Engineering, Wuhan University ,majoring in philosophy and history of water conser-
vancy.

Abstract; It is argued in the article that the fundamental ideas of water control in ancient China
are exemplary attempts to putting naive materialism into practice. These ideas are distinctive and sin-
gular in the history of Chinese thought and history of Chinese science and technology. Among them
are the principle that “Do your best and disregard god (s)”; attaching great importance to human ef-
fort under the requirement of conforming to the nature of water; dynamic understanding of river and
overall planning and engineering in taming rivers Yellow, Hui, and canals; synthetic approaches to
theoretical and practical problems. The philosophizing of water in the area is much deeper and more
extensive than what is done to other physical things. And moreover, no other branches of science and
technology has ever been so rich in theoretical explanation and so influential in practice for so a long
time and on so large a scale.

Key words; China; ancient; ideas of water control



