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Yan Ru-yi: Pioneer of School of Practical Thought

LU Xi-qi; LUO Du-fang
(School of Humanities Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biographies: LU Xi-qi (1965-), male, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University,
majoring in the region historical geography and academic history of modern China;
LUO Du-fang (1976-), female, Graduate, School of Humanities, Wuhan University,
majoring in the region historical geography.

Abstract: The Qianlong and Jiaqing reigns was an important historical stage when some officials and
scholars put forward their own plans and propositions aimed at resolving the social problems, while the
textual research predominated over the realm of thinking and academic. But these scholars who were the
pioneers of school of practical thought were overlooked at that time. Yan Ruyi was one of them. He paid
attention to the lower strata of society and made good use of history to solve the social problems. His
practical thought did deeply influence on the contemporary and later scholars, such as Weiyuan, Taodun.
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