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Cognitive Linguistics’ Metaphor in Philosophy

WANG Han-dong
(School of Journalism & Communicationn Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: WANG Han-dong (1954-), male, Associate professor, School of Joumnalism &
Communication, Wuhan University, majoring in media and aesthetics.

Abstract. Traditionally metaphor was seen as the abnormal language in limited usage. The
contemporary theory of metaphor in cognitive linguistics argued that metaphor, in a wider sense, is the
basis of language and thought and it forms the conceptual system. According to the contem porary theory of
metaphor, abstract thought and metaphysics are not literal-only, fleshless, non-metaphor and non-
embodied any more, so that the rational tradition of Western philosophy was questioned.

Key words: cognitive linguistics; theory of metaphor; philosophy



