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From Constitution of Nation to That of Peoples

WU Fufyou', WU Genfyou2
(1. Department of Philosophy, Hu nan Normal University, Changsha 410081, Hu nan, China;
2. School of Humanities Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biographies: Wu Fuyou (1970-), male, Graduate The Department of Philosophy, Hu nan Normal
University, majoring in modern Western philosophy; WU Genryou (1963-), male,
Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University, majoring in the history of Chinese
philosophy in Ming & Qing Dynasties, comparison with liberalism between the Sino-
Western.

Abstract: The idea of justice as faimess is the base of moral philosophy for Rawls’ political liberalism
among which the original position and the veil of ignorance are the two most fundamental concepts.
Presupposing this, he at first draws two principles of political justice under the democratic constitutional
government which are the principle of faimness and the principle of difference, then in his later days, he
further develops these principles in the book the Law of Peoples into the principle of intemational
communication with the intention of constructing the new order of international peace within the frame of
his political liberalism. It can be said that the great system of Rawls’ political liberalism represents the
recently developing of the political thought of liberalism in the later half of 20th century.

Key words: John Rawls; justice as faimess; the original position; the veil of ignorance; two

principles; the law of peoples



