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WANG Fu-zhi’ s Philosophical Interpretation of
Zhong Yong (1st Chapter)

CHEN Lai
(Chinese Traditional Culture Research Center, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: CHEN Lai (1952-), male, Professor, Chinese Traditional Culture Research Center
Wuhan Universitys Philosophy Department, Peking University, majoring in the
philosophy of Confucianism .

Abstract: This article try to take WANG Fu-zhi’ s interpretation of Zhong Yong as a case from a
Song-Ming Neo-Confucian perspective to rescarch WANG Fu-zhi’ s interpretation on Four Books. The
author thinks that the theory of Weifa and the theory of Jieshen are core points in WANG Fu-zhi’ s
interpretation on Zhong Yong. The WANG ’ s interpretation on Zhong Yong is  to continue’ but not fo
follow CHENG & ZHU’ s interpretation. He didn’ t belong to the school of CHENG & ZHU in the sense
of tradition, but there was much influence on WANG Fuzhi’ s interpretation, which came from the
CHENG &ZHU School. Although WANG Fu-zhi didn’ t see himself as a member of the school of CHENG

& ZHU, he continued the clue of interpretation and the question consciousness in ZHU Xi’ s work about
Zhong Yong, and, he drew many conceptions and the hermeneutical resources from ZHU Xi. At the same
time he also presented his own interpretation with critics to ZHU Xi and his disciple’ s view. Hence
WANG Fu-zhi’ s interpretation about Zhong Yong was a part of the interpretation of classics of the
Confucianism during the period of the end of Ming and the beginning of Qing Dynasty .
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