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U.S. News Communication: From Libertarian to Responsibility

LI Zhuo-jun, CAI Jing
(School of Journalism & Communication, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biographies: LI Zhuo-jun(1953-), male, Associate professor; School of Jouralism & Communication,
Wuhan Universitys, majoring in Joumalism & communication; CAI Jing (1978-),
female Graduate, School of Journalism & Communication, Wuhan University,
majoring in journalism.

Abstract: As the mainstream theory of media in modern West, Social Responsibility Theory of the
Press originated in the USA. Being amelioration to traditional Libertarian Theory, it was a result of
political, economic and cultural changes of American monopoly capitalism. And the consequent changes of
media institutions provided the specific situation for the theory. Monopoly of the press made the traditional
Libertarian Theory of the Press a poor theory, which contributed to self-regulation of the media and
successful interference by the government, which in tum inspired Social Responsibility Theory of the Press.
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