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Japanese Elementary Attitude towards Western
Learning in Meiji Era
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majoring in Chinese modern history.

Abstract: The course of the change of the Japanese attitude towards Western Learning since 18th
century, the governors’ and the enlightened thinkers' ideas and actions to Western Learning in M eiji era,
and the actual state of Western Learning spreading to Japan and influencing Japanese during this period.
Through these aspects, the Japanese elementary attitude towards Western Learning was to emphasize
neither the “skill” only nor the gradually ex panding the material technology level into political institutions
and economic policies, but to study and absorb it in multi-levels. Besides, it is pointed out that Japan® s
conservative force then had no enough power to change the elementary attitude.

Key words: Japanese; Meiji era; western learning



