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Explaining Two Words about Folksongs
in Chu Bamboo Slips

CHENG Er-xing
(School of Humanitiess, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: CHENG Erxing (1957-), male, Associate professor, Doctor, School of Humanities,
Wuhan University, majoring in culture & literature of pre-Qin Dy nasty.

Abstract. In bamboo slips, Confucius deemed the folksongs to be two functions, one was the
understanding function, was the aesthetic function. The word folksongs contains many things means
people can recognize a lot of objects of nature and a lot of affairs of social from the folksongs. The word
poetry is just like a gate through which ordinary people can pass easily means the folksongs in The Book of
Song were written by ordinary people and voiced their feelings, so the ordinary people will be moved in
reading these poems. Confucius remarked that the ordinary people would tend to release their upset feeling
in reading instead of in illegal acts.

Key words: Confucius; critics on poems; Chu bamboo slips; the folksongs



