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Reflection on Circumstance of Contemporary
Chinese Social Moral Ideal

WANG Xin yan
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: WANG Xin-yan (1961-), male, Professor, Doctor, Doctoral supervisor, School of
Humanitiess, Wuhan University, majoring in Marxist philosophy.

Abstract: After the establishment of the new China, the socialist moral ideal centering on “serve the
people heart and soul” came into being step by step and played an important part in Chinese society.
Nevertheless, Since the reform and opening up, more and more cold treatment and even sneer have been
made on this moral ideal. Generally speaking, the existing society of our country is in a condition lacking of
moral ideals. The abovementioned circumstance of the socialist moral ideal is caused by our mistakes made
in moral construction and the result from long-term failure to identify or put right the position of moral ideal
in the social moral value system. In the moral construction under the current market economy conditions,
we should fully draw these lessons. Firstly, we should keep on advocating on a large scale the moral ideal
“serve the people heart and soul”. Next, we should strive to formalate and perfect various concrete moral
norms that suit the market economy. Finally, we should also increase strength of moral propagandizing and
strengthen the functions of moral evaluation and moral consensus to try to form a correct and powerful
guidance of moral value in the whole society.
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