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Deconstructing & Reconstructing History:
Generalization of “ Feudalism” as a Historical Term

Wu Zongjie
(Contemporary Chinese Discourse Research Center, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058 Zhejiang China)

Abstract: By comparing the differences of historical world views between the modern West and
the ancient China, it is revealed that this phenomenon is attributed to the emergence of Feudalist
discourse which creates a space of knowing, the structure of representation, and an assumption of
seeing time as a lineal process of evolution. Such a discourse is irrelevant to the Chinese tradition and
in sharp conflict with the history composed under the influence of Yijing. Nevertheless, the discourse
penetrates the whole process of transforming the modern Chinese language, obtaining a power to
dominate the Chinese culture and its interpretation. T herefore attempts to use Fengjian as a term to
name a stage of Chinese history or evaluate Chinese culture should be regarded purely as a
contemporary discursive game without any historical or cultural foundation.

Key words: feudalism; historical discourse; neologism



