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Structure and Structural Theory

ZHANG Li-hai
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHANG Li-hai(1963-), male, Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan
University, majoring in Western philosophy and philosophy of social science.

Abstract; The terms “problematic” and “thought structure” are two interchangeable concepts in
structuralism which denote the system of concepts through which particular terms become meaningful
and in terms of which concrete texts may be examined. Althusser means by the term “problematic” a
defined theoretical structure of conceptual framework which determines the forms of the posing of all
problems and what is seen as relevant to the problem. In Levi-strauss’s view, a problematic or a
thought structure is a particular way of looking at the world. They are similar at the level of method
and epistemology, but obviously different in philosophy, theory and field of study.
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