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Exploiting Economic Forest Specialties and Economic
Development of Qin-Ba Mountain Area in Qing Dynasty

ZHANG Jianr-min
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography ZHANG Jian-min( 1959-), male, Doctor & Professor, School of Humanities, W uhan
University; majoring in Ming & Qing Economic History and Social History.

Abstract Exploiting the resources of economic forest specialties was one of the important
contents in the increasing of economy of Qin-Ba mountain area in Qing dynasty. Some specialties,
such as raw lacquer, insect wax, tea and medicinal materials, not only were connected with market
closely, but also began transition from being gathered from wild resources to being produced by
manual cultivated. As a result, the important status of specialties management was reflected and was
paid highly attention in social economic life of mountain area. This process related to many factors
— a large numbers of refugee and outside merchants entered, the extent of commodity circulation
expanded, and government supported etc. On the other hand, the problem of food shortage couldn t
be solved thoroughly for populations increasing rapidly in mountain area and outside merchants
occupied the leading position in specialties management, some factors like these brought about
negative influence obviously in the economic development of mountain area.

Key words Qing danasty; specialities of economic forest; businessman out of mountain area;

economy of mantain area



