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Abstract; There are four recurrent themes in the Frankfurt School’ s critique of Mannheim’ s sociology
of knowledge. They are totality, consciousness and social existence. ideology and truth. Mannheim’ s
concept of socio-historical totality was rejected as a regression to idealist metaphysics. His account of the
relation between consciousness and social existence was said to be vague and without specific determination.
His concept of ideology was said to have lost its original critical content. And finally, the sociology of
knowledge was said to be lacking a substantive conception of truth and therefore fated to fall into relativism.
These four issues are the central problems in the theory of ideology which also stand at the heart of the
contrast between the two theories.
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