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Technical Terms Translation of Western Studies in

Late Ming Dynasty & Their Significance in Cultural Transmission
—Taking the Translation of Cerebra, Geometry, Earth
and Khitan is China as an Example

FENG Tian-yu
(Chinese Traditional Culture Research Center of Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Biography: FEHG Tian-yu (1942-), male. Professor. Doctoral supervisor. Chinese Traditional Culture
Research Center, Wuhan University, majoring in Chinese cultural history (esp. Ming and
Qing Dynasties ).

Abstract: The cluster of technical terms that Matteo Ricci, the Jesuit in China and Chinese scholars Xu
Guangqi and Li Zhi-zao translated in their co-translated westen works in late Ming Dynasty carried
significant cultural transmission meaning. For instance, cerebra replaces heart as a special term refreeing to
the organ of consciousness and memory. Classical Chinese interrogative numeral jihe is used to represent the
Mathematical core term of geometry. Putting digiu., meaning earth globe in English, to amend the
traditional understanding of a hemispherical dome. Recognizing that Khitan refers to China. it clarifies the
ambiguity in the western geographical concept of Far East since the Middle Ages.

Key words: Cerebra; heart; geometry; globe; Khitan; China



