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On “Garden” Consciousness in the Song of Songs

Li Huixue
(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Abstract: The Song of Songs in Holy Bible is a Hebraic lyric. The “garden” consciousness in this
lyric, reflects Hebraic conception of chastity. Hebraic chastity conception derives from the ethnic
notion of cleanness, which is especially emphasized in Judaism. The commandments on cleanness are
strictly observed in Hebraic daily life. In Chinese poetry anthology New Songs from a Jade Terrace,
the image“gui (boudoir)” expresses similar conception of chastity. Yet, these two peoples hold quite
different attitudes towards women’ s body.
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