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On China’ s Administrative Ethics and Its Essence
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Biography: LIU Ke-feng (1953- ). male, Doctor, Professor, School of Humanities. Zhongnan
University of Finance & Law. majoring in economic ethics.

Abstract: The discussion of administrative ethics should begin with reality not with principles. The
real problems of administrative ethics are not those correct slogans which are pleasant to hear, but those
inevitable contradictories and conflicts which appear in dealing with the relations in realistic administrative
ethics and the dilemma of which administrators have to choose how to get out. This problem displays itself
mainly in the ethical requirements which require that the person in administrative system should first satisfy
his superior or his subordinates. But to be responsible for the superior and to be responsible for the
subordinates are not completely in agreement, which constitute the problem of administrative ethics. The
essence of this problem lies in the fact that China is both a socialist society which puts its civilians in the
first place and a hierarchy society which puts its officials in the first place. So only when the real transfer of
the society has been completed and the civil society has been established can the problem of administrative
ethics be solved.
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