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City Factors on the Brilliance of Greek Culture in
the Classical Age

XIE Guang-yun
(College of History. Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Biography: XIE Guang-yun (1964-), male, Associate professor. Anhui Normal University, Doctoral
candidate. College of History, Nankai University, majoring in history of ancient Greece
and of world culture.

Abstract. The causes of the boom of classical Greek culture have long received attention from scholars
at home and abroad. Particularly since 1980s more and more publications on this subject have appeared.
However most of them focus on the influences of slavery. slavery economy and democracy upon the
development of ancient Greek culture. the relation between ancient Greek culture and ancient oriental
culture, and so on; few of them approach the subject from city perspective. Taking classical Athens for an
example. this thesis aims at expounding on the following city factors which engendered the boom of classical
Greek culture: 1. It is in the city that businesses gather, which offer material basis for the prosperity of
classical culture. the city is the center of industrial and commercial activities; 2. The boom of culture
requires corresponding talents and rich cultural resources; it is in the city that knowledge and intelligence
assemble. Athens is the significant stage for the polis to carry out cultural education and communication
activities. 3. It is in the city that the institutions of the polis democracy are located. which provide political
ensurance for the boom of classical Greek culture. The establishment and operation of the polis democracy
are inseparable from the city from the beginning to the end.Hence city is the basis for the boom of classical
Greek culture. Without city . it would be hard to imagine such a brilliance in the history of classical Greece.

Key words: Greece; classical culture; Athens; city factor



