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Orthodox Ethic on Russian Modernization in
18"-20™ Century: Double-edged Effect
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Biography: ZHANG Zong-hua (1962-), female, Doctoral candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan
University, majoring in modern history.

Abstract. The Orthodox ethic which contains Messiah belief . supreme king, perseverance, group
consciousness. fraternity and humanism is rooted in the geopolitical and village tradition. Its double-edged
effect on the Russian modernization results in antinomy of Russian characteristic. Such paradox
characteristic enables Russian people to have a try boldly and establish a first socialistic industrialized
society. However, because the socialist institution has no historical experiences to learn and is not mature
yet. Russian modernization road is full of hardships and the cost to Russian people is great. What
mentioned above explains the Soviet disintegration from a social . historical and cultural perspective.
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