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On Land-Water Transportation of Jianghan
Plain in Song Dynasty: Development & Influence

YANG Guo. CHEN Xi
(School of Humanities. Wuhan University. Wuhan 430072, Hubei. China)

Biographies: YANG Guo (1954-), female, Professor, School of Humanities, Wuhan University,

Abstract; In Song dynasty, the transport of water and land of Jianghan plain was further developed
on the former foundation. The transport center was also transferred from the north-south Jing-Xiang to

the west-east Jiangling and Ezhou.

majoring in history of Song Dynasty; CHEN Xi (1969-), female. Graduate. School of

Humanities, Wuhan University, majoring in history of Song Dynasty.

government. And the waterways depended on the Yangtze River. plus the Han, Xia and Huan Rivers etc.

Many towns,

on the plain.

markets and villages were connected by land routes and waterways. A transport net was built

The development of the land-and-water transportation promoted the level of region economy.

Thanks to the advantage of transport. many farmers. businessmen and others around came into Jianghan

plain. They made a great contribution to the development of this area. The extensive use of land-and-water

transportation aroused the shipbuilding flourish, and the great business towns of Jiangling and Ezhou

prosperous in the area. They promoted the region economy to expand widely.

Key words: Jianghan Plain; transportation; development; Song Dynasty

The land transport primarily relied on posthouses built by



