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On Multi-marked Passive Sentences in Classical Chinese

YANG He-ming. WANG Jin-fang
(School of Humanities, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biographies: YANG He-ming (1940-). male. Professor. School of Humanities, Wuhan University.
majoring in the history of Chinese grammar; WANG Jin-fang (1967-), female, Doctoral
candidate, School of Humanities, Wuhan University, majoring in the history of Chinese
grammar-.

Abstract. It is called a multi-marked passive sentence when there are more than two passive marks in

the sentence. According to the number of the passive marks, they are divided into three sentence patterns:

bimarked passive sentence. trimarked passive sentence and quadrimarked passive sentence. A multi \

marked passive sentence is mixed by monomarked or bimarked passive sentences. But whichever sentence

pattern it is, in a sentence there is only one primary passive mark which decides the quality of the sentence

while the others are secondary ones which help to gather enough syllables or make the temperament smooth

and harmonious.
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