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Way of Zhuangzi’ s Internal Saints and External Kings

XIAO Han-ming
(School of Humanitios, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Biography: XIAO Han-ming (1940- ), male, Professor, Doctoral supervisor, School of Humanities,
Wuhan University. majoring in Chinese ancient philosophy.

Abstract; From Zhuangz’ s Qiwulun to Tianxia. then to the main paragraphs of Tiandao. We can see
a logical development of the way of internal saints and external kings of zhuangzi. The major characteristic
of the way of internal saints and external kings starts from the thought of conforming to nature Taoists, and
absorbs the thought of humanity and ethics of confucianists, including certain thought of legalists and Yin-
Yang school, and finally returns to the thought conforming to nature of Taoists. This idea wholly reflects
Zhuangz’ s making full use of Taoists tactics. So we can regard it as the final conclusion of Zhuangz’ s later
years.
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