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On Collocation of Individual Nouns with Measure Words
in Terms of Ambiguity in “ Three Jin of Fish”

Long Tao, Yang Fengain2
(1. School of Chinese Language & Literature, Hainan Normal Universitys, Hakou 570228, Hainan Ching
2.School of Chinese Language & Literature, Shanghai University)

Abstract: The structure which is characteristic of “number + measure word + individual noun”,
is ambiguous when it is used to denote numbers and quantities of things. It has some semantic changes
when the same heterogeneous individual noun collocates with individual quantifiers or measure words.
When the same heterogeneous individual noun is in collocation with measure words, it denotes the
kind of homogeneous “individual” things in the human sense. The restrictive factors for semantic
changes are caused by two aspects: measures words and individual nouns.
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