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Confucian Bioethics: Spirit, Styles & Properties

Zhang Shunqing
(Department of Philosophy, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Confucian ethics is about Sheng fundamentally and Sheng is the spirit of Confucian ethics.
Confucianists constructed a life model centered on Sheng and characterized by the interaction betw een
Tian and Ren, and a system of doctrine about Sheng through such ideas as Tian, Ming, Xing, Dao. It
includes four parts; world outlook characterized by the unity of Tian and Ren, life thoughts of Sheng-
sheng, ethical ideas of which doing according to the principles of Tian is thought as goodness, and
view points of Ge-Zheng-Xing-Ming.

Key words: Confucian; Sheng; interaction between Tian and Ren; Goodness according to Tian;
Ge-Zheng-Xing-M ing



