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Personal Nicknames in Ningbo Dialect

Ruan Guijun

T3 5)

(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract Nicknames are widely used in Xiang’ ao Village, Tianluoshan, Ningbo, China, where

adult males own the specific nicknames. The main form of nicknames is four-word, and two-word or

three-word are less common. The semantics of nicknames consists of temperament, appearances,

generative organ, specialty and anecdote. Their origins are confined in gender, geographical

conditions, economic position and pragmatics, which embody the modes of production and
professional features, related closely to the sociocultural environment.

Key words: Ningbo dialect; nickname; address; Tianluoshan



