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T.S. Eliot’ s Philosophical Disposition Used in the Waste Land

Li Jinhong
(School of Foreign Languages Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430205, Hubei China)

Abstract: A successful literary work is generally based on certain philosophical and aesthetical
principles. As one of the representative works of modernism, The Waste Lands brings great impact to
western society. Its abundance in literal allusions and legends, its modernistic art techniques makes
The Waste Land a milestone in modernistic poetry. This paper analyzes T.S. Eliot’ s philosophical
disposition in T he Waste Land, draws a conclusion that the modernistic writing technique is the poetic
reflection of Eliot’ s idea of “Knowledge” and “Experience”. He weaved tradition with modernism,
made them to be two sides of a wholeness. T.S. Eliot enabled people to explore on the waste land and
search for a salvation of modern spiritual crisis.

Key words: philosophical idea; modernistic technique; tradition and modernism; salvation



