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( A )

Reconsideration of Davidson” s Principle of Charity

Fang Xing
(School of Foreign Languages & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Abstract: Davidson claims that the evidence for a theory of meaning is the condition under which
a speaker holds true a sentence and the holding of a sentence to be true by a speaker turns out to be a
function both of what he means by the sentence and of what he believes. To solve the problem of the
interdependence of belief and meaning, Davidson introduces the Principle of Charity. He usually uses
the Principle of Charity in the following senses: (1) the assumption that the speaker and the
interpreter agree upon the nature of their common environment, (2)the assumption that the speaker
has mostly true beliefs and (3) the assumption that the speaker is rational. The Principle of Charity
serves as a precondition for the success of radical interpretation. The application of The Principle of
Charity alone doesn’ t guarantee an objective truth of the actual world in that the omniscient
interpreter’ s conception of his environment is not ensured to be really true and the nature of the
causes of his beliefs are not made clear.
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