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On Sidgwick’ s Dualism of Practical Reason and Its
Theoretical Significance

Chen Jiangjin, Guo Yan
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Henry Sidgwick could not reconcile the conflict between utilitarianism and egoism on

the basis of experience, and so leave dualism of practical reason as a famous dilemma in the history of

moral philosophy. There are two different view about the essence of dualism of practical reason in

western ethics; internalism and externalism, the former is more reasonable. Dualism of practical

reason implicates the conflict between moral impartiality and separateness of persons, so Sidgwick’ s

problem shows the inner dilemma of modern moral philosophy.
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