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On Frege’ s Sense

Ye Qingling
(School of Foreign Languages & Literature, Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Abstract: Frege’ s distinction between sense and reference of an expression is his well-known
theory. However Frege’ s sense remains to be a point at issue in philosophy, and especially in
philosophy of language since Frege has never defined “sense” precisely. This paper analyzes Frege’ s

reasons for the distinction, discusses the three functions in Frege’ s theory, and comments on the
puzzling concept caused by Frege’ s sense.
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