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Image of Qu Yuan: Historical Interpretation & Evolution

Li Zhonghua Zou Fuqing
(School of Chinese Language & Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Abstract: For more than two thousand years the scholars of different ages have diversified the images of
Qu Yuan in their writings. Qu Yuan, in Han Dynasty was regarded as a tragic character; in Song Dynasty a
patriotic sage loyal to the king; in Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty a ¢y nical patriot committing to people.
Since 1900s, with the integration of Chinese and western cultures, traditional Qu Yuan image diversified deep
into a multiplication of a strategist, a wizard, a person committing suidde for love and hypercritical to
cleanness, and a poet from school of institution. Besides that, he was also viewed as a “sick madman ”. The
history of reception of Qu Yuan image reflects not only the individual concepts’ evolution of the receptors,
but also the political and cultural concepts of the historical groups.
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