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Discussion on Perception of Chinese Facing Outer
World before and after Opium War

Wang Yanjuan
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: In the beginning of the Opium War, the traditional gentry gradually get rid of fetters of
the traditional world view, awakened from the celestial dynasty’ s external policy, and pay attention to
the outside world. With the modern sight, they begin to relate the China’ s destiny with the
development of the outer world. The kind of idea is the arousal of modern world view. Under the
influence of the traditional world view, the lag of the modern world view becomes an important cause
of modernization’ s success or failure in the early modern time of China.
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