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On Confucius’ Philosophy of Language

Peng Chuanhua, Song Yu
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Confucian’ s philosophy of language of Pre-Qing dynasty began from Confucius, who

”»

explored philosophy of language on the base of “relationship between name and actuality ” and
“relationship between language and meaning” . The mainly content of his debate on name and actuality
includes that rectification names is the way of making names conform to actuality, that the relationship
of names and actuality is a dialectical relationship, and that propriety is the criterion of making names
conform to actuality. The mainly content of his debate on language and meaning includes that
language can express meaning completely and cannot as well at the same time and that people can
grasp “Dao” with metaphor. Confucius’ philosophy of language emphasizes prescribing function, w hich
is pragmatism of moral action and pragmatics in essence.

Key words: Confucius; philosophy of language; debate on name and actuality; debate on language

and meaning



