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The Alliance Theory of the Realism and Its Effect
on American Foreign Policy

ZHAO Rong
(School of Politics & Public A dministration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei China)

Biography: ZHAO Rong (1963-), female, Doctor, Lecturer, School of Politics & Public
Administration, Wuhan University, majoring in international politics.

Abstract: The Realism is one of the main schools in intemational politics. It enjoys the fame on the
research area of alliance. Traditional Realism studies the alliance problem from the theory of Alliance
Activism , a Power Balance and the formation of the alliance, Geographic Strategy and the enhancement of
the alliance. Nonetheless, the Neo-realism develop the alliance theory by making up the shortcomings of
T raditional Realism research from the aspects of Threat and alliance’ s function on maintain the balance,
Capital and Income’ s function on the formation of the alliance.

Key words: alliance activism; balance of power; geographic alliance theory; balance of threat



