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Mulberry Industry in Ming and
Qing Dynasties: Development

TIAN Ling

(Teachers College, Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, Shandong, China)

Biography: TIAN Ling (1968-), female, Lecturer, Teachers College, Qingdao University, majoring in

historical geography and economic history.

Abstract: The mulberry industry flourished in Taihu area while it declined in other region in China in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties. Mulberty planting and silkworm breeding became the most important working activities of

famers and contributed greatly to their income during that time. This paper gives not only a full introduction of

development of the mulberry industty but also a thorough analysis of this state of affairs.

Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties; mulberry industry; Taihu area; commodity economy



