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Inquiry into the Beadhouse and Its Works Providing for
the Aged During Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHOU Rong
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Biography: ZHOU Rong (1968-), male, Lecture, School of History, Wuhan University, majoring in history of

socioeconomic of Ming and Qing dynasties.

Abstract: There are still some obscure facts needed to approach in the researches on the beadhouse and its
works providing for the aged during the Ming and Qing dynasties. Only linking ideal and practise, policy and its
running together, canwe grasp the hinge. Relative questions such as the quota of old people, the wnstruction of the
houses the operation patterns of the institutions all incamate the cnflicts between the governor’ s ideality and
financial condition in practise.

Key words: Ming and Qing dynasties; providing the aged; Hunan and Hubei provinces



