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Exploring the Heterograph of the Word Kuai
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Literature, Wuhan University, majoring in the history of Chinese vocabulary.

Abstract: As the heterograph of the word kuai(}&), the word gua(J§) 's phonetic is gua(f) in

ancient times. Its phonetic sound had changed in the middle ancient times, which turned into the
phonological item of guai(#)in the wake of kuai (}8). Owing to the phonemic notation gua( ) was
transmigrated into she (7% ).so gua(¥5) appeared in literature with the formation of the gﬁa(ﬁ)
afterwards. We originally have found five examples of the echoic word gua(%%) in'the ancient books
and records. At the same time, this article explores the other two heterographs of kuai(32) skuai($)
and hua( ). Also. we have preliminarily ascertained that shu(Z%) is not the heterograph of kuai
).
Key words: kuai(%); guaCf&); guaCfE); hua(3h); kuai(H)



